VILLAGE OF BETHANY

ORDINANCE NO. 2025- R/

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE STRAY AND FERAL CATS
VILLAGE OF BETHANY, MOULTRIE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
BETHANY, MOULTRIE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ADOPTED BY THE VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF BETHANY, ILLINOIS

THIS 15DAY OF A!MMM’, 2025

Published in pamphlet form by authority of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Bethany,
Moultrie County, Tllinois, this 13 day of _November ,2025.
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ORDINANCE NO. 2025- K6/

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE STRAY AND FERAL CATS
BETHANY, MOULTRIE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

WHEREAS, the Village of Bethany is a non-home rule Illinois municipality pursuant to
the Constitution of the State of Illinois of 1970, as amended; and,

WHEREAS, the [llinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/1-2-1, provides that the corporate
authorities of each municipality may pass all ordinances and make all rules and regulations proper
or necessary, to carry into effect the powers granted to municipalities, with such fines or penalties
as may be deemed proper; and,

WHEREAS, Section 24 of the Animal Control Act, 510 ILCS 5/24, authorizes
municipalities to control and regulate cats, in accordance with its powers under the Hlinois
Municipal Code; and,

WHEREAS, the proliferation of stray cats poses a potential danger to the health, safety,
and general welfare of the public; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Bethany believes that it is appropriate,
necessary, and in the best interests of the Village of Bethany and its residents that the Village
regulate stray cats to limit potential exposure to rabies and to limit the number of feral cats in the
Village of Bethany.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village
of Bethany as follows:

Section 1. Incorporation of Recitals. The foregoing recitals shall be and are hereby
incorporated as findings of fact as if said recitals were fully set forth herein.

Section 2. Regulation of Stray Cats. The following shall be added to the Animal Control
Code as Article IV — STRAY AND FERAL CATS.

3-4-1 RESPONSIBILITIES IMPOSED ON THOSE WHO FEED STRAY OR
FERAL CATS.

(A)1t shall be unlawful for any person to feed stray or feral cats, if such feeding causes a
nuisance, interferes with the use and enjoyment of a neighbor’s property, or creates a
condition contrary to the health, safety, and welfare of the community. Without limiting
the generality of the preceding sentence, any person who feeds, on a regular or irregular
basis, one or more stray or {eral cats, shall be liable for a violation of this Code if a
stray or feral cat fed by such person enters upon the property of the person’s neighbor
and, on the neighbor’s property, breaks, bruises, tears up, crushes or injures any lawn,
flower bed, plant, shrub, tree or garden of the ncighbor in any manner whatsoever, or
defecates thereon. Any person who feeds, on a regular or irregular basis, one or more
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stray or feral cats shall assume responsibility and be liable for any damage to persons
or property caused by the cat(s).

(B) Any person who feeds, on a regular or irregular basis, one or more stray or feral cats
shall be liable for and assume responsibility for seeing that the stray and feral cats are:

a. Neutered or spayed to prevent procreating;

b. Immunized against rabies and vaccinated in compliance with the laws, rules,
regulations, and ordinances of the state of Illinois, the County of Moultrie, and
this Code; and

c. Appropriately “tipped” on an ear to signify that they have been neutered/spayed
and immunized.

Section 3. Repeal of Conflicting Provisions. All ordinances, resolutions, and policies or
parts thereof, in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are, to the extent of the conflict,
expressly repealed on the effective date of this Ordinance.

Section 4. Severability. If any provision of this Ordinance or application thereof to any
person or circumstances is ruled unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, such invalidity shall not
affect other provisions or applications of this Ordinance that can be given effect without the invalid
application or provision, and each invalid provision or invalid application of this Ordinance is
severable.

Section 5. Headings/Captions. The headings/captions identifying the various sections and
subsections of this Ordinance are for reference only and do not define, modify, expand or limit
any of the terms or provisions of the Ordinance.

Section 6. Publication. The Clerk is directed by the corporate authorities to publish this
Ordinance in pamphlet form. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage and
publication in accordance with 65 ILCS 5/1-2-4,

PASSED THIS |9 day of NoWbif ,20 25
AYES: _(é

NAYS: ()
ABSTENTIONS: O
ABSENT: 9]

APPROVED THIS _| day of N()W‘}M 2025
—Z Ul
=
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Village President
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